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Unlocking Your Family History: A General Guide for Genealogists 

Exploring your ancestry can be a rewarding journey, whether you're a novice or an experienced 
genealogist. This guide provides a curated list of both free and paid online resources, as well as 
DNA testing services popular among Americans and Europeans. Additionally, it outlines best 
practices for verifying genealogical information.​ 

 

✅ Best Practices for Verifying Genealogical Information 

1.​ Start with What You Know: Begin by documenting your immediate family and work 
backward.​​
 

2.​ Use Primary Sources: Prioritize original records like birth, marriage, and death 
certificates.​​
 

3.​ Cross-Reference Data: Validate information by comparing multiple sources.​​
 

4.​ Evaluate Source Credibility: Assess the reliability of each source, considering its origin 
and purpose.​​
 

5.​ Document Sources: Keep detailed citations for every piece of information gathered.​​
 

6.​ Be Cautious with Online Trees: Treat online family trees as leads, not definitive 
evidence.​​
 

7.​ Understand Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with the time periods and locations 
relevant to your ancestors.​​
 

8.​ Consult Experts: Reach out to local historical societies or professional genealogists 
when needed.​​
 

9.​ Stay Organized: Maintain a consistent system for tracking your research and findings.​​
 

10.​Review and Revise: Regularly revisit your research to incorporate new information or 
correct errors.​ 

 

🆓 Free Genealogy Resources 

1.​ FamilySearch​
 Operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), FamilySearch 
offers a vast, free database of global records, including births, marriages, deaths, and 
census data.  There is a physical LDS library in northern Delaware at 143 Dickinson Ln, 
Wilmington, DE 19807.  Check that facility for library hours.  Some documents are only 
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available from the library rather than online.​
 Website: https://www.familysearch.org ​​
 

2.​ USGenWeb Project​
 A volunteer-driven initiative providing free access to a wealth of genealogical resources 
across all U.S. states and counties.​
 Website: https://www.usgenweb.org ​​
 

3.​ National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)​
 The U.S. government's repository for historical documents, offering access to census 
records, military files, and immigration data.​
 Website: https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy ​​
 

4.​ Library of Congress​
 Houses extensive collections of city directories, county histories, and newspapers, 
invaluable for tracing American ancestors.​
 Website: https://guides.loc.gov/genealogy ​​
 

5.​ Free UK Genealogy​
 Comprises FreeBMD, FreeCEN, and FreeREG, providing free access to UK birth, 
marriage, death, census, and parish records.​
 Website: https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk ​ 
 

6.​ New England Historical Genealogy Society (American Ancestors) 
This site offers both free and for-fee services that focus on American ancestry in 
particular.   
Website:  https://www.americanancestors.org/ 
 

 

💳 Paid Genealogy Services 

1.​ Ancestry.com​
 A leading platform offering extensive records, family tree building tools, and DNA testing 
services. Subscription required for full access.​
 Website: https://www.ancestry.com ​​
 

2.​ MyHeritage​
 Provides global historical records, family tree tools, and DNA testing. Offers a free 
14-day trial; subscription needed for continued access.​
 Website: https://www.myheritage.com ​​
 

3.​ Findmypast​
 Specializes in UK and Irish records, including newspapers, military records, and parish 
registers. Subscription plans available.​
 Website: https://www.findmypast.com ​ 
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🇩🇪 Methods for Identifying German Lineage 

Tracing German ancestry involves navigating a complex tapestry of historical 
records, regional variations, and linguistic nuances. However, with the right tools 
and strategies, genealogists can uncover rich details about their German 
heritage. Below is a guide to effective methods and resources for identifying 
German lineage.​ 

 

1. Begin with U.S. Records 

Start by examining American records related to your German ancestors. U.S. census data, 
naturalization documents, and passenger lists often contain crucial information such as the 
individual's place of origin in Germany, immigration dates, and family members. These details 
can help pinpoint the specific region or town in Germany to focus your research. ​Legacy Tree 
Genealogists 

2. Determine the Exact Place of Origin 

Identifying the precise town or village your ancestor came from is essential. Germany's historical 
landscape includes numerous towns with similar names, and boundaries have shifted over time. 
Knowing the exact location allows for more targeted searches in German records. ​Legacy Tree 
GenealogistsFamily Tree Magazine+1Professional Genealogists+1 

3. Utilize German Church and Civil Records 

Once you've identified the town of origin, explore local church books (Kirchenbücher) and civil 
registration records (Standesamt). These documents often contain detailed information on 
births, marriages, and deaths. Many have been digitized and are accessible online through 
various platforms. ​Legacy Tree Genealogists+2Reddit+2How To Germany+2 

4. Explore German Gazetteers and Maps 

Tools like Meyers Gazetteer can help you understand historical place names and administrative 
divisions, which is crucial when dealing with records that reference outdated or changed 
locations. ​Family Tree Magazine 

5. Consider Hiring Professional Genealogists 

If you encounter challenges or need assistance navigating German archives, professional 
genealogists specializing in German ancestry can provide valuable support. They can access 
local records, interpret old scripts, and offer insights into regional practices. ​ 
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🌐 Recommended Websites for German Genealogy Research 

1.​ FamilySearch – Germany Research Page​
 Offers a vast collection of German records, including church books and civil 
registrations.​
 https://www.familysearch.org/search/location/continental-europe/germany​​
 

2.​ Genealogy Tutorial from the Delaware Saengerbund page 

https://delawaresaengerbund.org/culture-committee/history-and-genealogy/ 

3.​ Archion.de​
 A platform providing access to digitized Protestant church records from various German 
regions.​
 https://www.archion.de​​
 

4.​ Meyers Gazetteer​
 An invaluable tool for locating historical German place names and understanding 
administrative divisions.​
 https://www.meyersgaz.org​​
 

5.​ Legacy Tree Genealogists – German Research Services​
 Professional genealogists offering specialized services in German ancestry research.​
 https://www.legacytree.com/german-ancestry​​
 

6.​ How To Germany – Genealogy Guide​
 Provides practical advice and resources for tracing German roots.​
 https://howtogermany.com/culture/german-culture/genealogy/​ 

7.​ German Genealogy Group website 
This site is focused on German genealogy; however, our databases encompass ALL 
nationalities and are always free to search.  There is a fee for entering the member 
section of this website, but some search capacity is free. 

https://www.germangenealogygroup.com/ 

 

🧬 DNA Testing Services 

For Americans: 

●​ AncestryDNA​
 Offers ethnicity estimates and connects users with potential relatives through a large 
DNA database.​
 Website: https://www.ancestry.com/dna ​ 
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For Europeans: 

●​ Living DNA​
 Focuses on detailed ancestry breakdowns, particularly within the UK and Europe.​
 Website: https://livingdna.com/european-ancestry ​​
 

●​ FamilyTreeDNA​
 Offers Y-DNA and mtDNA tests, allowing users to trace paternal and maternal lineages, 
respectively.​
 Website: https://www.familytreedna.com ​ 

 

🧬 How DNA Testing Enhances Genealogical Research 

DNA testing has revolutionized genealogical research by providing genetic evidence that can 
confirm or refute traditional paper-based findings. Here's how DNA can assist:​ 

●​ Confirming Relationships: Autosomal DNA tests can identify shared segments 
between individuals, confirming biological relationships up to 5th cousins.​​
 

●​ Breaking Brick Walls: DNA matches can provide clues to unknown ancestors or 
resolve discrepancies in family trees.​​
 

●​ Ethnicity Estimates: While not precise, ethnicity estimates offer insights into ancestral 
origins and migration patterns.​​
 

●​ Adoption and Unknown Parentage: DNA testing can help adoptees and individuals 
with unknown parentage discover biological relatives.​​
 

●​ Validating Lineages: Y-DNA and mtDNA tests trace direct paternal and maternal lines, 
respectively, useful for surname studies and deep ancestry.​ 
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